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Descriptive Inventory 
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½  box.  13 folders.  154 items.  1942-1955.  Originals, photocopies. 
 
2010.27.69 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists primarily of letters written by former Western Kentucky University 
students while serving in the armed forces during World War II.  The writers include both men 
and women serving in all branches, both in the United States and overseas.  The letters date 
mostly from 1942-1945 and are written to faculty and staff at Western Kentucky University or to 
parents and friends.  Letters in Folders 2 through 5 are arranged in alphabetical order by 
correspondent, while Folders 6 through 11 relate to a single correspondent.  A few letters have 
been typescripted, either in place of or accompanying the original.  The main topics of the letters 
are military training, military duty, and the writers’ impressions of the state or country in which 
they are stationed.  Some of the writers also pass along news of other classmates.   
 Additional materials include press releases, newspaper articles, marriage 
announcements, and letters from wives or family members giving information about their 
husbands or sons.  This collection also includes a history and travel log of the U.S.S. Stevens, a 
U. S. Navy destroyer that was commissioned in 1943 and saw action in the Pacific theatre. 
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Name      1942-1955  154 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory        1 item 
 
Folder 2 Correspondents Allen – Griffin  1942-1944  31 items  
       
Folder 3 Correspondents Hale – Lurding  1942-1945  24 items 
         
Folder 4 Correspondents Matthews –   1942-1945  32 items 
  Swearingen      
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Folder 5 Correspondents Temple – Young  1942-1945  16 items 
         
Folder 6 Carver, Lester G. – Letters   1942-1943  5 items 
  (typescripts) 
 
Folder 7 Forsythe, Belmont – Letters  1942-1955  8 items 
         
Folder 8 Ganter, Freddie – Letters published 1942-1943  6 items 
  in Glasgow Times 
 
Folder 9 Helm, John Blakey and Katherine  1943   5 items 
  (Sullivan) Hoffman – Letters  
 
Folder 10 Holbrook, Charles T. and E. T.   1942-1945  19 items 
  Holbrook – Letters  
 
Folder 11 White, Chester – Letters   1942-1945  4 items 
 
Folder 12 Anonymous – Letter about military n.d.   1 item 
  life (typescript) 
 
Folder 13 U.S.S. Stevens – History and travel  n.d.   2 items 
  log, 1943-1945 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS WORLD War II, 1939-1945 –         1942-1955 
330  Letters 
 
  Letters written to parents, friends, faculty 
and staff of Western Kentucky University by students  
during their service in World War II.  Includes some 
press releases, newspaper articles, photos.  Also 
includes a history and travel log of the U.S.S. Stevens. 
  ½ box.  13 folders.  154 items.  Originals,  
 photocopies. 
  2010.27.69 
    
 
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Allen, Crutcher 
Baker, Marvin 
Beebe, Alonzo  
Blakey, Louise – Letter to  
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Blakey, Lula  
Boston, Joffre H. 
Bowling, Joseph H. (Harry) 
Bratcher, Waldemar D.  
Brown, Hewell S. 
Bryant, Clarence O. 
Buck, John T. – Relating to  
Buck, Maxine (Wilkey)  
Buckner, S. B., Jr. 
Canon, Ernest Hubert, 1887-1978 – Letters to  
Carver, Claud L. (Mrs.) – Letters to  
Carver, Lester G. 
Chapman, Walter   
Cook, Mary  
Cooley  Ed  
Covington, Orion – Relating to   
Covington, Orion (Mrs.) – Relating to  
Crabill, E. Blake – Relating to  
Craig, William J., 1872-1959 – Letters to  
Cummings, Georgie (Reynolds)  
Cuthbertson, Sterrett, 1882-1962 – Letters to  
Day, Billy 
Downer, Helen – Letter to  
Downer, James G.  
Forsythe, Belmont, 1920-2005 
Gant, James Henry  
Gant, James Henry, Jr. – Relating to   
Ganter, Freddie – Relating to  
Garrett, Frances (Lockett) – Relating to  
Garrett, Paul Ellis, d. 1969 – Relating to 
Gillenwater, James Edward – Relating to  
Gray, Geraldine  
Great Britain – Travel and description, 1942 
Greer, William O. 
Griffin, Aaron H.  
Griffin, H. M.  
Hale, Charles Martel  
Harrison, Alva  
Helm, John Blakey, 1889-1979  
Helm, Margie May – Letters to  
Henderson, Arthur  
Hines, John Porter, 1878-1961 – Letters to  
Hoffman, Katherine (Sullivan), d. 1951 
Holbrook, Charles Truitt 
Holbrook, Charles Truitt – Photo  
Holbrook, Charles Truitt – Relating to  
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Holbrook, E. T. 
Holbrook, Esta Mae (Catlin) – Photo  
Holbrook, Esta Mae (Catlin) – Relating to  
Holloway, E. S.  
Howard, John M. 
Johnson, Carlos M. 
Johnson, Lillian  
Keith, Jean E. – Relating to  
Kelly, John S.  
Kinduell, James R.  
Kirby, Bertha C.  
Lashbrook, Austin 
Leichhardt, Mitchell 
Lewis, Francis L. – Relating to   
Lewis, Sarah Maurine  
Lilly, George T. – Correspondence  
Link, Mary Louise (Bogert) – Relating to  
Link, Nathan Harold – Relating to 
Lloyd, Arthur  
Long, Frank G.  
Lurding, Fred 
Matthews, David E. – Relating to  
Matthews, Edward H. – Relating to   
McCoy, Frank W. – Relating to  
McLean, Mattie M., 1882-1954 – Letters to  
McLean, Mattie M., 1882-1954 – Relating to     F7 
Money – Japan, 1945 
Money – Philippines, 1945 
Moore, Mary (Taylor) Leiper, 1885-1973 – Correspondence  
Muir, John W.  
New Guinea – Comments about, 1942     F2 
Newman, James R. 
Parres, John G.    
Parrish, Roger M., Jr.  
Poetry    F3 
Pruitt, Raymond V. – Relating to  
Pruitt, Raymond V. (Mrs.)  
Raney, E. D. (Mrs.)   
Raney, Emmet L. – Relating to  
Raney, John L. – Relating to  
Rigsby, David  
Robenson, John A.  
Robenson, John A. – Relating to  
Roper, Beth M.  
Roper, Walter Buel, Jr. – Relating to   
Rowlison, John  
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Runner, Etta – Letters to  
Sadler, David Ray   
Saunders, Ruth  
Saunders, William H. – Correspondence  
Saunders, William H. – Relating to  
Scherrens, Cyriel J., Jr. – Relating to   
Searcy, John W.  
Shearer, Bertram 
Sleadd, William B. 
Sleadd, William B. – Photo  
Smith, Edwin Tom   
Smith, Ethleen  
Solley, Bill       
Stansbury, Edgar B., 1906-2009 
Stiles, John Gary – Relating to  
Stuart, Byron M.  
Swearingen, Charles H.   
Temple, Alvis Howard, 1904-1992  
Thomas, Henry C. 
Thomas, John B. – Relating to  
Thomas, Rena A.  
Thompson, Edwin Kelly, 1909-1993 – Letters to  
Tichenor, Tom  
Traylor, Orba  
United States Navy – Ships  
USS Stevens – World War II, 1939-1945  
Walters, Jed   
Welch, John D.  
White, Chester  
Williams, Drura M. 
Wilson, Robert 
Wilson, Cecil C. – Relating to   
Wood, Kenneth P.   
World War II, 1939-1939 – Pacific Ocean area, 1943-1945   F13 
World War II, 1939-1945 – Military life  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Military training 
World War II, 1939-1945 – Religious services, 1943    F9 
World War II, 1939-1945 – V-mails, 1944   F2,10  
World War II, 1939-1945 – Women 
Yarbrough, Frank L.  
Young, Ruby L.  
 
 
Niedermeier/Jeffrey   08/13/2010 
